June 7, 1983
EIS Officer, Epidemiclogic investigations Eranch, // |
Fospital Infections Program, CID

Precautions for Nospitel Cutpatfenmts with Acquired Impune Deficiency Syndrome

R
Walter W. E1lliams, M.D.
Chief, Guidelines Activity, Surveillance and Precautions EBranmck, HIP, CID

The issue of physical separation of patients with AIDE im the hoapital

outpatiert setting invelves 3 apparent aress 1) the risk of
transmission of AIDE; 2) the risk tha L&

At the present tiwe, we have no resson to believe that AIDE canm be trensmitted
&8 & result of casual contact, or that the respiratery route is gn
identififable means of travsmiesien of AIDE., While ome cen theorize that an
infectious particle or agent is pPresent im respiratory tract secretiome and
that coughicg or sneering could produce aercscls of infaetious particles, this
1s dighly speculstive. Ve sumst be aware that amy suggestisn on cur part thaet

| | - ' - contact raises the question of
_ , | 1%, - Lo prevent patientes with AIPE eor
suspect AIDS frosm movimg about in public, riding 1n public COnVEYances er even
entering public buildimge. This is obviocusly far bevend the scope of seything
for which we have any evidence. .

In regard to transmission of opportunistic infections, eitber te or frem
atiente with DS, we are sware that many {swurccompronised patients are
with microorganisss which they themselves Carry. For many of the
i infections such gs prewmocyetosis, toxoplasmosis,
osie, and W, Avi mrintracellulare infection, the reserveir spd
seion of the etfologic agent iz not precisely establ ished, gnd
tiie peseible or even probaltle in seme casep,
vely proy Tu addition, lagic s2né comsie tency weould

» vhile
autie 8 would need to be epplied to patients with
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inly  to deal vith this issue when it is posed to us as
One possibility is to answer this question in 2 .tmixy e
s ¥

response letter to lettere of inquiry and telephone calle. Alternat
se a short document for publicstion, perbkaps a letter te the editor,

Steve Solomon
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