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Memorandum
Date April 1, 1982

From EIS Officer

Subject Cluster of 3 Cases of Pneumocystis Carinii Pneumonia
in a Prison in Upstate New York

To James W. Curran, M.D.

On March 12, I was notified by John Hanrahan, M.D., EIS Officer,
Albany, New York, and Gary Wormser, M.D., Chief, Infectious
Diseases, Westchester County Medical Center about two cases of
biopsy proven Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia and one possible
case among three prisoners in Taconic Correctional Facility.
Following discussions with Harold Jaffe, M.D., EIS Officer,
James W. Curran, M.D.,M.P.H., Kaposi's Sarcoma Task Force and
biopsy confirmation of the third case, it was decided that CDC
physicians and the state officer should investigate this cluster
of cases. Accordingly, Mary E. Guinan, M.D., and Harry W.
Haverkos, M.D., met Dr. Hanrahan in Westchester County March 17.

Taconic County Facility is located about 60 miles north of

New York City in Bedford Hills, N.Y. It is a pinimum security
state prison which houses up to 380 inmates. Prisoners generally
arrive there within 36 months of release or parole. The prison
has individual cells located in 4-6 buildings on the prison
grounds. All prisoners eat in common areas and have free access
to the buildings and the grounds until 11:30 or 12 pm each day.
Table 1 1lists total inmates by race present in Taconic at noon

on the last Friday of the month.

TABLE 1
MONTH WHITE BLACK ~  HISPANIC ~  OTHER TOTAL
02/81 67 165 72 2 306
03/81 67 175 70 2 314
04/81 67 181 69 2 319
05/81 65 179 68 3 315
06/81 66 176 63 4 309
07/81 63 182 64 4 313
08/81 - - - - -
09/81 63 178 72 2 315
10/81 70 172 78 2 322
11/81 68 183 86 2 339
12/81 74 200 98 1 373
01/82 72 207 100 2 381
02/82 77 197 97 3 374
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From the table one can see that the total number of inmates has
gradually increased in the last year and that the white population
makes up about 20% of the total population. Between 10 and 20%
are discharged from prison or transferred to another prison each
month.

A line 1listing of the three cases of Pneumocystis carinii
pneumonia follows.

DATE ENTERED DATE LAST
MARITIAL PRISON WITH TRANS. TO ONSET MONTH ADMITTED
ID# AGE RACE STATUS ARRESTED 1IN THIS OFFENSE TACONIC SX DX IV DRUG USE
320 25 white divorced Westchester 09/17/80 10/30/81 02/02/82 03/82 Fall 81
321 29 white never New York 09/12/80 09/12/81 02/82 03/82 09/80
married
322 37 white married Suffolk 08/25/81 11/27/81 01/82 03/82 06/81

The three men were interviewed by at least one CDC physician.
Number 322's wife and #321's mother were also interviewed. The
quality of the interviews with the three men varied. Case #320
was in a ward room in good condition without ventilatory support
and was interviewed for several hours. Case #321 was in the ICU
on a respirator and had to write his answers. His interview was
limited to select areas only. Case #322 was also in the intensive
care unit. He had been extubated the day before and complained of
throat irritation with talking secondary to the recent extubation.
His interview was also limited to selected hypotheses.

The three men had minimal contact with each other in Taconic Prison,
despite the fact that they are all white and that white prisoners
tended to socialize together. The maximum number of white

prisoners at the facility during any one month of these prisoners
overlapping time period was 77.

Case #320 remembered passing case #322 in the hallways to the

prison pharmacy on several occasions, but did not talk with him

or touch him. Case #321 remembers asking case #322 about a friend with
the same last name. Case #322 denied that #321's friend was re-

lated to him. Case 320 and 321 did not know of each other until
admitted to the same hospital. They all admit that they may have

had common friends. They were housed in separate buildings at the
Taconic Facility.

A1l three men denied homosexual contacts or rape during their
current prison stay. Case 321 admitted to one homosexual
encounter in 1974.

All three men were heavy intravenous drug abusers before
incarceration. All admitted to using intravenous heroin and
cocaine at the time of their arrest. Case 320 admitted to using
intravenous heroin on about 20 occasions in Ossining Correctional
Facility, 12/80 to 10/29/81. He admits to renting needles from
three different prisoners at Ossining. Case 321 denied ever using
intravenous drugs in prison. He did admit to taking oral valium.
He said that he did not want to get caught using hard drugs in
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prison because it would prolong his prison stay. Case 322 denied
using any intravenous drugs in prison. He stated that he feared
getting knifed if he became "mellow."

Blood, urine, and oral and rectal swabs were obtained on all three
prisoners.

A line 1isting of eight New York and two New Jersey prisoners at
the time of onset of symptoms follows.

PRISON
" MARITIAL ONSET ONSET EVER AT EVER AT DATES AT IV DRUG DIAG-
ID# AGE RACE. STATUS STATUS SX OF SX TACONIC OSSINING OSSINING ABUSERS NOSIS
320 25 white divorced Alive 02/82-Taconic Yes Yes 09/17/80- Yes PCP
10/25/80;
12/05/80~
10/30/81
321 29 white never Alive 02/82-Taconic Yes Yes 09/12/80- Yes PCP
married 09/23/80
322 37 white married Alive 01/82-Taconic Yes Yes 08/25/81- Yes PCP
09/19/81
193 29 hispan never Dead 10/81-Auburn No Yes 07/24/81- Yes PCP
married 08/ /81
194 27 black never Dead 01/81-Greenhaven No Yes 12/31/79- Yes PCP
married 01/04/80
266 38 hispan never Alive 02/81-Riker's No No L Yes PCP
married Island
318 27 black unknown Dead 01/82-0Otisville No Yes 03/09/81- Yes PCP
03/27/81
222 34 black unknown Alive 12/81-Greenhaven No Yes 12/08/75 Yes Crypto-
04/10-04/29/81 coccal
Meningi
tis
25 white unknown Dead ? -Essex Co. No No —_——————— Yes PCP
New Jersey
325 35 black  unknown  Dead 12/81-Trenton No No = ————— Yes PCP

New Jersey

It is interesting to note that all have been intravenous drug
abusers and seven of the ten have been in Ossining Correctional

Facility at one time or another. However, 75% of the prisoners

entering the New York State prison system pass through Ossining
during their reception into the State System. It is the one
prison; however, where case 320 admitted to renting needles and
using intravenous drugs. Ossining houses about 2100 prisoners
at any one time, about 700 are there for only a few weeks during
their reception period. The remaining 1400 are housed in other
areas of the prison. There is however, mingling between all
inmates for such functions as movies, sporting events, and
visitors.

Isabel Guerrero, M.D., Epidemologist, New Jersey, reported two
fatal cases of PCP diagnosed in prisoners in two different prisons
in New Jersey. They are the last two cases in the line listing.
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In summary, we know of ten cases of serious opportunistic
infections diagnosed in prisons in New York and New Jersey.

All cases occurred in men known to be intravenous drug abusers
prior to incarceration. No evidence of person-to-person spread

or common environmental factor has been found so far. Intravenous
drug abusers are known to be at risk for KSOI, and the majority of
heterosexual cases reported to the CDC are reported to IV drug
abusers.

The following contacts were made in person or by telephone by one
of the CDC physicians.

Dr. Gary Wormser, Chief, Infectious Diseases,
Westchester County Medical Center

Dr. Benjamin Dyett, Prison Physician,
Ossining Prison

Mr. Wilson Walters, Superintendent,
Ossining Prison

Mr. Bayer, Deputy Superintendent, Taconic Prison,
Bedford Hills, New York

Capt. Barnes, Warden, Taconic Prison
Bedford Hills, New York

Barbara Maquire, Acting Director, State Department
of Correctional Services, Albany, New York

~ Mr. Richard Gallo, Regional Public Health Advisor,
Westchester County

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Notification
Notify all prison superintendents and prison physicians of
existing information on KSOI cases in prisons.

2. Surveillance

A. Review medical records of prisoners in New York State who
have died of natural causes during the last five years.

B. Request that prison physicians report all possible KSOI
cases to State Health Department.

C. Check 1list of all known heterosexual KSOI cases with
prison authorities to determine if any of these cases
have ever been in prison in New York.

3. Case Investigations
A. Interview and obtain laboratory specimens from all living
KSOI cases who have been in prison.
B. Review medical records of all dead KSOI cases from prisons.

*C. Use prison records to obtain detailed information on
history of imprisonment: dates and places of confinement,
specific residence. in prison .(building, cell block, etc.)

*May be most important
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D. Talk to prison doctors re: any unusual occurrences of
thrush, lymphadenopathy, prolonged genital HSV, zoster,
etc.

fercy

Harry W. Haverkos, M.D.



